








THEATRICAL JOURNAL, 





¥OR {'M NOTHING IF NOT CRITICAL.—O¢hello. 








Vou X. No. 491.] 


THURSDAY, MAY 10, 1849. 


(One Penny. 

















aaerereneceds 





43: if 
han’ 


ds: 





ROYAL POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTION. 





The throng of visitors to this'favourite place 
of intellectual recreation has been immense 
during the past week. It is really surpri- 
sing how rapidly the conductors of the 
institution seize upon every popular topic, or 
object of general interest and contrive to ren- 
der it available for contributing to the instruc- 
tion as well as the amusement of the visitors. 
There are distributed throughout the galleries 
models of all mechanical and scientific in- 
ventions, diving bells, steam engines, and 
steam boats, railroads and automata ; beau- 
tiful dissolving views, representing scenes 





in Mexico, Switzerland, Hobart Town, Ca- 
lifornia, and the battle-ground of Chillian- 
walla; besides lectures on a number of en- 
tertaining and instructive subjects. Weare 
not surprised that this exhibition should be 
that to which parents first conduct their 
children, it is both instructive and amusing, 
and sets the younger branches thinking, 
Hence it is that we have so many mechanic's 
in this country, who at an early age become 
useful to their country by their inventions, 
and gives employment to the working classes 
and proves an ornament to society in general. 
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METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 








HER MAJESTY’S, 

The great triumph which Madlle. Parodi 
achieved in Norma had created extraordinary 
anticipations of her success in the character 
of Leonora, in Donizetti's opera ‘‘ Favorita,” 
which was performed on Tuesday night last, 
for tne first time this season. The dra- 
matic effect is far from being powerful ; in- 
deed, it was only in the last act that an 
opportunity was afforded for Madle. Parodi 
to display those talents for which she has 
obtained credit, and splendidly did she, in 
the scenes of her interview with Fernando 
in the®cloisters of the convent, vindicate her 
reputation as a great tragic artiste. The 
passionate intensity of her prayer to Fer- 
nando for forgiveness, ‘* Clemente al par di 
Dio,” thrilled to the hearts of her auditors, 
and the transition from the depths of des- 
pair to the wild transport of love was given 
with delicious abandon and truthful expres- 
sion. ‘The part of Leonora must not, how- 
ever, be placed amongst those in which 
Madlle. Parodi’s lofty style of acting is seen 
to the greatest advantage; she was notwith- 
standing, recalled several times in the course 
of the evening, and was encored in the bril- 
liant cavatina in the third act, which she 
sang with great vocal excellence. Gardoni, 
though evidently labouring under the effects 
of his recent indisposition, sang most sweetly 
giving expression to every shade of passion 
and feeling with the most refined taste. 
The two exquisite arias of the part, “ Una 
vergine”’ and ‘‘ Spirito gentil,” were given 
with infinite delicacy. Colletti, in the cha- 
racter of the King, rendered the part with 
appropriate dignity, and sang with great 
power and unimpeachable taste. The great 
basso, Lablache, as Baldassare, the monk, 
was a vast improvement upon Bouche, who 
formerly sustained the character. His mag- 
nificent voice and acting in the finale to the 
second act, where he pronounces the ana- 
thema of the church upon Leonora and her 
royal lover produced a fine effect, and ren- 
dered this scene one of the most impressive 
in the opera. The house was very fully 
attended. 

ROYAL ITALIAN OPERA. 

Grisi and Mario appeared for the first 
time this season, on Fesaday evening, in 
their justly-celebrated characters of Lucre- 





zia and Gennaro, in the popular opera of 

“ Tuuerezia Borgia.” Her Majesty and 

Prince Albert were present, and the house 

was crowded in every part. The execu- 

tion of the opera was as perfect as the 

most fastidious musical epicure could de- 

sire, though we thought that both Grisi 

and Mario appeare| occasionally laboring 

under physical depression ; they, however 

exerted themselves successfully, and few 

could detect in the impressive and power- 

ful delineation of these characters the 

traces of recent indisposition which they 

laboured to conceal. Grisi’s tragic excel- 
lence is so universally known and appre- 
ciated in Lucrezia that we need not reca- 

pitulate the many striking excellencies 
that it presents. Her great scene with the 
duke, when he compels her to pour out 
the poisoned draught for her son, and that 
in whieh she makes Cennaro swallow the 
antidote, were never acted with greater 
tragic power. Mario’s Gennaro was dis- 
tinguished by passionate tenderness and 
romantie grace. The celebrated “ Di 
pescatore ignoble” was as finely executed 
and as warmly applauded as ever; and 
in the well-known trio in the second act, 
the beautiful cavatina which he sings pro- 
duced a delicious effect. But neither 
Grisi nor Mario excited so much curiosity 
as the new contralia, Mdlle. Angri, in the 
character of Maffeo Orsini, in which her 
predecessor, Alboni, had reaped abun- 
dance of laurels. First impressions were 
certainly opposed to Mdlle. Angri, and 
though she has not shaken the faith of 
Alboni’s admirers, who justly maintain 
the superiority of the vocal qualifications 
of the latter, she secured the applause of 
her audience by her dashing and vigorous 
style, and obtained a double encore in the 
celebrated ‘“ Brindisi.” 

HAYMARKET. 

Mr. Buckstone has been wielding his pen 
again for the amusement of the public, and 
to the advantage of the manager. He has 
produced a new comedy, which he entitles, 
“ Runaway Husbands,” which has proved 
quite successful. The comedy, which would 
bear a little curtailment in the third act, 
was admirably well played; Mr. Wallack 
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Tendered the part of St. Herem with a mix- 
ture of finesse and gallantry that belong 
peculiarly to the age and court of Louis 
XIV.; the character did not otherwise 
possess many distinctive traits. Miss Rey- 
nold never played better than in the cha- 
racter of Charlotte de Merian; it was an 
unaffectedly truthful personation, instinct 
with feeling, and remarkable for more re- 
finement than we have ever seen in any of 
her previous assumptions. Mrs. Fitzwilliam 
was arch and piquant in the character of 
the unsentimental Lovise; and Mr. Buck- 
stone, in his double capacity of actor and 
author, kept the audience in peals of laugh- 
ter whenever he appeared. The applause 
at the end of the piece was unanimous, and 
the curtain being raised a second time, the 
performers acknowledged the compliment 
in a group, after which Mr. Buckstone 
announced the piece for representation every 
evening. The ‘ Wife’s Secret ” now worn 
nearly threadbare was played on the night of 
Mr. and Mrs. Kean’s return. The house was 
well attended, quite as much so, as the ma- 
nager could expect. ‘‘ Runaway Husbands” 
has highly amused the audiences, though 
at Haymarket prices, something of a higher 
standard than a mere translation should be 
put forth as a first piece. Three shill ngs 
to the pit, when the best houses are row 
open for two, should command the cream 
and no mistake. The ‘‘Sphinx,” “ Rough 
Diamond,” and * Lend Me Five Shillings,” 
are still the half price attractions. 
PRINCESS'S. 

There has been no change in the pieces 
here. “The Heart of Mid-lothian ” and 
** Noureddin,’”’ are drawing as good houses 
as any theatre in London. Some children 
from Vienna, the sisters Neruda, and their 
brother Victor, have created much delight 
between the pieces, by their astonishing in- 
strumental performances. 

LYCEUM. 

A comic drama, entitled “The Husband 
of my Wife,” evidently from a French origi- 
nal, wasfsuccessfully produced at this thea- 
tre on Thursday evening last. It is neatly 
written, but without much display of wit 
or even smartness; the comedy depending 
almost wholly upon the oddity of the cha- 
racters, and the laughable situations in the 
piece. Mr. Charles Matthews played a 
character somewhat out of his line, but with 
great skill and dramatic intention. War- 





ley was very humorous in the character of 
the disappointed bridegroom ; and F. Mat- 
thews exceedingly comic, especially in the 
first act, where his extreme terror causes 
his legs to perform some extraordinary an- 
tics. Mrs. Gilbert was natural and lady- 
like as the Spanish bride; and Mr. Selby 
sustained the character of the King very 
efficiently. The principal performers were 
re-called on the fall of the curtain, and Mr. 
Moreno, the adapter (a new name in dra- 
matic literature), was led across the stage 
by=Mr. Roxby, in obedience to’a call of the 
audience. 
SADLER’S WELLS. 

The play of ‘Jane Shore,” has been 
most effectively performed here this week. 
Mr. Marston as Lord Hastings exhibited 
more energy than usual ; he is very effee- 
tive in such parts, and was warmly ap- 
plauded. G, Bennett as Glo’ster never 
fails to please, but we think at times he: is 
too boisterous, and all of a sudden sinks 
into nothingness by lowering his voice, that 
the latter part of the sentence becomes inau- 
dible. Mr. G. K. Dickinson improves, he 
was full of energy and his pcrformance of 
Dumont may be considered one of his most 
successful efforts ; he was much applauded 
throughout the whole of his performance. 
Miss Cooper as Jane Shore, appeared to 
advantage, and looked the part remarkably 
well. Miss Huddart made a very interest- 
ing Alicia; the other. characters were sus- 
tained with ease and judgment. 

STRAND. 

An adaption from the French, called 
a “ Mother’s Bequest,” has been produced 
at this house with success. . The plot is 
extremely simple, the whole being in fact 
little more than a domestic tabkau. A 
young woman in humble circumstances is 
left by a deceased mother in charge of two 
brothers and a sister. She reclaims the 
elder brother, who is a low profligate, re- 
signs the hand of a gentleman whom she 
loves to secure the happiness of the sister, 
and likewise saves a sum’ of money 
to retrieve the honour of her father, 
who has died insolvent, being secretly 
assisted in this laudable purpose by a 


young mechanic, whom she ultimately , 


marries. The simple, impressive man- 
ner in which Mrs. Stirling plays the 
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leading character contributes in no 
small di gree to the interest of the piece, 
and she is well supported by the manly 
acting of Mr. Leigh Murray, who repre- 
sents the generous lover. The sister, who 
is at first unhappy in her affections, is 
played in an unaffected manner by Mrs. 
Compton, who would be more effective if 
her delivery were less monotonous. Mr. 
Henry Farren is the rakish brother, and 
though he still exhibits signs of being new 
to the London stage, there is a certain sub- 
stance about his acting, and a power, not 
yet thoroughly cultivated, of delineating 
character, which promise well. 


SURREY. 

The spirited and highly meritorious exer- 
tions of Mr. R. Shepherd to resuscitate at 
once the reputation and the fortunes of this 
favorite place of amusement deserve the 
watmest praise and will no doubt find their 
best and truest reward in the patronage of 
the public. The engagement of Mrs. War- 
ner and Mr. Anderson have proved highly 
satisfactory to the general taste, but mode- 
rate houses has been the result of the 
manager’s tact. The “Lady of Lyons” 
has been played to moderate houses. Mrs. 
Warner’s Pauline is to well known to need 
anycomment. Mr. Emery’s Colonel Dumas 
is a performance that will increase his well 
earned fame. Mr. T. Mead shows some 
signs of improvement as Beauseant. The 
Claude Melnotte of Mr. Anderson was always 
a representation that could not only stand 
its ground but outvie any other, always ex- 
cepting its original representative. new 
piece entitled ‘ Sunshine and Shade” has 
agrecably diversified the entertainments of 
the evenimg. This drama is from the pen 
of afresh and yeuthful candidate for literary 
and cr matic tn Mr. Hatch, of whose 
abilities we had previously heard favourable 
mention. The piece was quite successful. 
We hear much of the novelties still in pre- 
pa @ ion here, and among others of a new 
drama from the practised pen of Mr. Eger- 
ton Wilks. 

STANDARD. 

A new drama called the “ Two Winters ” 
has been the most striking novelty since 
our last ; it isan agreeable little piece well 
acted, well put upon the stage, and was most 


which filled the theatre the night we were 
present. Everything appears to be con- 
ducted with great spirit upon the stage, and 
no doubt Mr. Douglass finds his receipts 
commensurate with hisfevident anxiety to 
please. 














MADDOX v. FLEXMORE, 

We were much grieved to hear of the 
fracas between Messrs. Maddox and Flex- 
more, and do hope matters will be made up 
between them. A Princess’s pantomime 
without Flexmore we could hardly reconcile, 
while Flexmore at any other house would 
seem equally strange. Two things are quite 
certain ; one, that the Princess’s can pro- 
duce a pantomime better than any house 
in London; and second, Flexmore is the 
best Clown on the boards. Together we 
have widely distanced every rival ; apart— 
but we wil! not think of the gloomy side of 
the question for ‘Time works Wonders.” 








CORRESPONDENCE, 





InpEx.—Is this the second or third season of the 
Italian Opera, Covent Garden? The third. 


A Srrotier.—Is there any charge to go over the 
Tower? Yes 6d. 


A Reaper.—You will get the work either at Har- 
ris’s, Bow Street, or Lacey’s, Wellington Street. 


J. Brown.—Leave your name and address at Mr 
Mountcastle, Bookseller, Bedford Court, St 
Martin’s ;Lane, and he willforwa it to Mr, 
Betty. rd 

X. Y. Z.—The manager Mr. Marr, may ‘be seen 
any evening at the theatre about 8 o’clock, where 
you can get every particular. 


A Wett WisHer.—Mr. Steil, Bookseller, Pater- 
noster Row, has the Journals the next hour after 
they are printed. 


BinmincuaM.—How can I get™ your Journal in 
this town? Tell your newsman and he will no 
doubt supply you. » 


H. B.—We could not undertake to get you a situ- 
ation, unless we knew your capabilities. The 
salary as utility, would not be more than 10s. per 
week, 


Y. E.—Pistols were first used by the cavalry in 
the reign of Henry VIII. 


H. K.—The character of Villiers, Duke of Buck- 
ingham, is thus graphically délineated by Dry- 
den :— 

‘* A man so various that he seem'd to be 
Not one, but all mankind’s epitome, 

Stiff in opinions—always in the wrong— 
Was every thing by starts, but nothing long ; 
Who, in the course of one revolving moon, 





favourably received by the crowded audience, 


Was chemist, fiddler, statesman, and buffoon.” 
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LETTERS ON THE PRESENT CONDITION 
OF THE STAGE. 
Letter III, —ExtTravaGan Zas. 

Extravaganza has decidedly got beyond 
the summit of its hopes and is now de- 
scending, though but slowly, the hill of 
popularity. Planche was the first who en- 
tered the lists, and the course remained 
clear for many seasons. The liberality 
with which his works were produced, the 
many apt bon-mots on the times they con- 
tained, the great choice of subjects then 
existing, all assisted to bring extravaganza 
to its powerful position. During Madame 
Vestris’s management of the Olympic, 
Planche was decidedly in his zenith, not 
but what he has written many excellent 
things since that period, and “ Fortunio,”’ 
decidedly his best, was concocted after that 
time for Drury Lane, but pitching them 
all together,—throwing them into the 
same cauldron, the average of the extract 
arising from the flame of the Olympic 
would be decidedly more powerful than 
that from what he has done for the Hay- 
market, Lyceum, or any other establish- 
ment. Like all good things, immediately 
they become popular, imitations arise from 
several quarters; A. Beckett,"Lemon, Albert 
Smith, Kenney, Selby, Brough, and others 
tried their quill in the same direction, but in 
few instances equalling the original. ‘‘ Open 
Sesame, ora Night with the Forty Thieves,” 
from the two former may be considered their 
best efforts, and “Aladdin,” by Albert 
Smith must also range high ; but the gene- 
rality of what they have done wants the neat- 
ness, the easy peculiar gentility of Planche, 
who, en passant, has latterly retrograded to 
the level of his compeers, proved by much 
of the language of the “King of the 
Peacocks,”” and some parts of the ‘Seven 
Champions.’ During the reign of the 
Keeley’s, the playgoer was literally fed upon 
extravaganzas, they commenced their proba- 
tion with them—lived, and,died with them ; 
the Forty Thieves for breakfast, the Won- 





tington and his Cat, took tea out of an En- 
chanted Horn, and after passing the evening 
with Cinderalla, and slept with Esmerleda. 
They feasted the public till their appetite 
became satiated; till the house would never 
fill without a burlesque, and afterwards, as 
might have been expected, when the desire 
for seeing what was really good was de- 
stroyed, not burlesque, not anything, not 
even the most pungent wit would draw. 
Since that time extravaganzashaveonly made 
their appearance at Easter and Christn.as, 
and then only at two or three houses. Last 
Christmas we had but two, one from Planche, 
one of his poorest ; and one from the Bro- 
thers Brough, new candidates for public 
support, who made a bold step and stood 
their ground. At Easter we had four, by 
Planche, Albert Smith, Brough, and Ed- 
wards, another new candidate forthe honours 
of holiday amusements. One of the quar- 
tette “ Guy Fawkes” had already gone dead ; 
I cannot divine which may be the next, if 
the getting-up is concerned, it ought to be 
the Haymarket; if medicore wit is the 
cause, it should be the Lyceum; but a de- 
sire for versatility in the manager, may 
effect a change in one of them sooner than 
its time; but if each stands on its merits, 
that is, all its powers of ¢ttraction put 
together, scenery, machinery, wit, singing, 
acting, dancing, and each tested by its 
whole, then must ‘* Noureddin and the Fair 
Persian,’’ carry off the prize of the present 
season. 

Much of the success of burlesques de- 
pends on those connected with their repre- 
sentation. There cannot be two opinions 
that Miss P. Horton is by many degrees the 
best leading character we have. Emma 
Stanley has the will to be as good, but while 
she is every thing that can be desired so far 
as the acting is concerned, in the musical 
portions the weakness of her voice prevents 
her giving but ordinary effect : this probably 
would never have been noticed but for the 
great power and supreme beauty of Miss P. 
Horton’s organ, which unfortunately comes 
into comparison. Madame Vestris has left 
it to fight its way without her. Miss Fitz- 
william has become somewhat popular at 
the Lyceum chiefly through her voice, while 
her acting is but feeble. Miss Saunders is 
the fourth heroine, a rapidly growing favour- 
ite with a small voice, but nevertheless with 





derful Lamp for lunch, dined with Whit- 











some capital mock melo-drama. Bland a 
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few years ago was considered the king of 
burlesque; but now I have got to think of 
Keeley, Wright, Honey, Oxberry, and a 
host of others. In mentioning the leading 
ladies I might perhaps had I been able to 
have travelled deeper in the subject, have 
said a word or two about Miss Woolgar, 
Mrs. Keeley, Miss Reynold, Miss Villars, 
&c., but I have already trespassed far on 
your space, and beg to subscribe myself, 
Your’s, &e., 
GARRICK FUNNYBONE. 


THE LONDON THEATRES. 
VICTORIA. 
(Continued from our last.) 

It is worthy of record that on the 
Saturday previous to the Monday on which 
this theatre was regularly opened to the 
public, it was exhibited to all persons who 
thought fit to provide themselves with 
tickets of admission for the purpose of 
viewing its interier: these tickets were 
issued at the box-office on the morning of 
the dey named and freely given to any 





respectably dressed person who thought 
fit to apply for them, and thousands of | 
people availed themselves of this oppor- | 
tunity of gratifying curiosity which had | 
been much excited. The first season at 
the new theatre was moderately successful ; 
in that of the following year, Mr. Booth, 
the well known psuedo rival of Kean, 
appeared here and drew great houses, 
but as this gentleman performed in “ the 
regular drama,” to wit, Shakspeare’s play 
of “Richard the Third,” of course the 
licensing question again presented its 
hydra-head and the maneger Mr. Glossop 

was heavily fined for what has long since 

subsequently been deemed no offence a 

all. The season of 1822 was distin- 
guished by the novel and very striking 
exhibition of an enormous looking glass 
occupying the whole or nearly so, of the 
proscenium. As no other glass of the 
same dimensions was ever displayed in 
England, or, as far as we are aware in 
‘urope, we record its dimensions: it was 
thirty six feet high, thirty two feet broad, 
and was composed of sixty three divisions 
of glass; it was set in a large and costly 
frame. The great weight of this singular 











specimen of art was considered at the time 
materially to damage the roof of the 
building (to which it was suspended) and 
the subject was even mentioned in the 
Lord Chancellor’s Court in the course of 
some subscqueat legal proceedings, but the 
fears of the parties who considered the 
safety of the building to be endangered, 
have been proved by time to have been 
groundless. For some time this “ Look- 
ing Glass Curtain” drew large numbers 
of persons to the theatre, but eventually it 
ceased to be attractive, was taken down, 
and taken piecemeal. <A portion of the 
glass was used to decorate a saloon at that 
time attached to the pit, and some part 
may still be seen framed in the box saloon. 
W. 


To be concluded in our next, 





PROVINCIAL. 





BiRMINGHAM.—Benefits are the order of the day 


herr. On Friday Mr. Couldock’s friends will have 
an opportunity of showing their approval of his 
talents. ‘Lhe pieces selected are the “ Lady of 
Lyons,”’ a farce for Webb, and the * Hunter of the 
Alps.” On Monday an original play will be pro- 
duced, in which Webb will appear; and, on Tues- 
day, the grand play of ‘‘ Cymbeline,’’ so success- 
fully revived for Miss Franklin’s benefit, will be 
reproduced for Mr. Conway’s, and, we trust, with 
a repetition of the same good fortune. 


Lincotn.—This establishment has been kept 
open by Mr. Maddocks during the present week, 
but we regret to say that the attendance has not 
been good. Goldsmith’s fine comedy, “ She Stoops 
to Conquer,” was performed in a first rate style on 
Wednesday evening; the house was an indifferent 
one. On Friday night Mr. Maddocks closes his 
Lincoln campaign with Sir Bulwer Lytton’s “ Lady 
of Lyons.” 


O_pHam.—Mr. George Owen again appeared at 
the above theatre on Monday, the 30th April, and 
on Tuesday‘(his benefit), in “ Macbeth.” On both 
these evenings there was a grand assemblage of 
play-goers. Mr. George Owen appeared on Mon- 
day, at Ashton-under- Lyne. 


SuEFFIELD —Theatre Royal.—(Lessee, Mr.’ J. 
F. Saville.) — Miss Helen Faucit appeared on 
Thursday evening in her favourite character of 
Pauline Deschappelles ; and on Friday as Mrs. Be- 
verly ; Claude Melnotte and Mr. Beverly, by Mr. 
Paumier, who was engaged for the occasion. Both 
performances went off with much deserved appro- 
bation. 


MANCHESTER.— Queen’s Theatre.—The African 
Roscius Mr. Aldridge, has been playing a round 
of characters here, his success has been most tri- 
umphant, and the house has been crowded nightly. 
His Othello is considered a master piece of acting. 
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OxrorD, May 8th.—( From our Special Correspon- 
dent).—But little intelligence to be gleaned from 
this desolate quarter; nevertheless it is gratifying 
to behold a ray of sunshine amid the surrounding 
gloom : id est, there is a pleasure in being able to 
announce that Mr. John Parry, will give his new 
entertainments on Tuesday next, the 15th inst., at 
the Star Assembly Rooms; and as this inimitable 
artist isa great favourite amongst the ‘men’ we 
may conclude that the room will becrowded. The 
concert of Mr. T. Roberts came off at the Assembly 
Room on Wednesday last; and as Mr. R. is one of 
the most respectable of Oxford tradesmen, his sup- 
porters came well up to the mark, on this occasion 
so that the room was tolerably filled. ‘* Young 
Oxford,’ the persons of Messrs. Houghton, Mar- 
gets, T. A. Roberts, Thompsun, and the Oxford 
Choral Social, aided the concert by their ‘ talents ;’ 
the programme consisted of much popular music, 
ballads, songs, glees, choruses, and instrumental 
pieces: Messrs. Sharpe and Reinagle filled their 
respective parts of leader and conductor with cou- 
sidcrable judgement. 


THEATRICALS AND MUSIC IN 
AMERICA, 


Irattan Orera IN Boston.—The fashionables 
in this city have not supported the operatic troupe 
much better than the New Yorkers, if we may 
judge from the following, which we take from the 
Boston Bee :—“ The opera troupe have found them- 
selves deserted by Mr. Fry and his treasurer, the 
latter having carried with him the proceeds of the 
last representations, but not the receipted accounts 
of the poor Italians. Comment is unnecessary. 

Tue Kiva TraGepIans.—Something should 
immediately be done to accommodate the quarrel 
between Macready and Forrest, and settle the dra- 
matic sepremacy which is now agitating. The 
Herald informs us that a coalition of the friends of 
the great American tragedian is formed to hiss the 
eminent English tragedian from the stage, and the 
supporters of the latter are rallying to protect their 
favourite, and out-roar the patrons of Forrest ; this 
exhibition of feeling would draw for a night er two 
and the wants of an excited public be provided 
for. The Herald suggests the following :—‘ Let 
Forrest appear at the Bowery, and Macready at 
the Broadway, for six nights, and let the price of 
admission be raised to one dollar. Then let him 
who can show the most dollars be adjudged the 
Thespian crown, and the other be for all time set 
down as nobody, or, if Forrest likes it better, as a 
‘liar.’ This is asensible plan. It recognises the 
grand principle of the ‘almighty dollar.’ It is, 
besides, a mode of settlement which must be 
equally agreeable to both parties—-actors and 
managers, and friends—and neutrals, too, who ean 
keep their money in their pocket. 

Broapway THeatRe.—Comedy has given way 
to English opera at this house; The *‘ Enchan- 
tress”” has been revived for the Seguin troupe, 
who are doing a fair business, Mrs, Seguin’s 
Stella is spoken highly of. 

Burton’s THeatre.—This favourite place of 
resort is doing better than any other theatre in 
New York, the following pieces have been the 
chief attraction :—“ Faul Pry,” ' Breach of Pre- 














mise,” “ Dombey and Son,” “ The Toodles,” and 
a Jocal sketch by Brougham, called ‘ Socialism.” 

Bowery THeatke.—Van Amburgh has been 
lionising at this establishment, to the delight of 
crowded audiences, introducing his collection of 
animals in a drama founded npon the adventures 
of Morok, the Wandering Jew. 

MITcHELL’s OLtymPic,—This house is about to 
close; it has not done so good a business this sea- 
sonjas heretofore. Sterling Coyne’s farce of the 
“Dance of the Shirt,’’ has been most successfully 
played at this house. 

Tue Nationa THEATRE.—The “ Brigadier,”’ 
“ Cockneys at California,” and a ‘Dream of 
Life,’’ are the chief attractions. 

Mrs. Fanny Kemble Butler has taken rooms for 
the summer at Lenox, Massachusetts. 








FOREIGN MUSIC AND THE DRAMA. 

MEYERBEER.—This talented composer is said to 
have the score of another five-act opera, entitled 
“L’Afticaine,” entirely completed, and ready for 
rehearsal. 

Map.ie. Patipa.—This pleasing vocalist has 
been engaged at the Hague, where she has ob- 
tained great success in the principal part of 
Haydee. 

M. BatratLe.—This new singer of the Opera 
Comique is rising most rapidly in the estimation 
of the Paris cognoscenti, he possesses a fine voice, 
good style, and perfect dramatic expression. 

Tue QuEEN IsapeLLa.—A letter from Madrid 
states that the young Queen is passionately fond of 
music, and takes frequent opportunities of evincing 
her patronage and admiration of the art by liberal 
presents to its professors of talent. Madlle. de 
Roissy, the French vocalist, has been performing 
with the greatest success in “ La Favorite,” at the 
Theatre del Circo. This success caused her to be 
sent for to sing before her Majesty, at a court con- 
cert, at the conclusion of which the Queen presented 
her with a valuable ring. The pianist, Antoine 
Kontski, has also been creating quite a furore in 
the Spanish capital; having performed before the 
Queen, her Majesty presented him with an elegant 
set of diamond studs, 

Madlle. Rachel has just essayed in a new line 
of character. She has forsaken high tragedy, and 
appeared in romantic drama, with the highest suc- 
cess. The new piece is entitled “ Adrienne Le- 
couvrier.” by Scribe and Legouvé, and is a five 
act play. 

Tue Varieties.—A clever adaption from the 
English has just been brought out with success at 
the Varieties, entitled “ Beauties de la Cour.” 

At the Opera Comique, they have in active re- 
hearsal a new fairy opera, the words by Scribe and 
St. Georges, the music by Halevy. 

Madame Alboni (says Le Review Musicale) has 
been giving exceedingly crowded concerts at Bor- 
deux; she thence proceeds to London. 

Cotocne.—The grand festival of the Rhine took 
place this year under the direction of M. F. 
Hiller. There were performed the “ Passion,’’ by 
Bach; the overture to “ Hero and Leander,” | 
Reitz; a legend by M. Muller, set to music by M. 
Hiller; a psalm, by Mendelssohn; and a sym- 
phony, by Beethoven, 
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BresLtau.—The members of the Vocal Academy 
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VAUXHALL GARDENS. — The workmen com- 


have just exccuted Handel’s “ Messial’’ in astyle|menced on Monday to make preparations for the 


worthy the memory of the great master. 
oratorio of the “ Creation’ 
be performed, because 
artistes of the theatre should take part in any mu- 
sical festival. 

Rome.—The Easter week was celebrated here 
in a way that was never before witnessed in the 
eternal city. The fetes were in every respect re- 
publican. Instead of the cardinals, their places 
were filled by deputies ; the church crowded with 
soldiers. The selection of Music played con- 
sisted of what is termed patriotic airs; and the 
Marseillaise, never bi fore heard within the walls 
of St. Peter's, desecrated its vaulted roof. 


of Haydon, could not 


The| 


lopening. The spirited proprietors, Colone] Bevine 
land Mr. Pearse, had come to the determination to 


it is forbilden that the|do away with the bucket-lamps, and substitute gas 


junder the covered ways. They have ahanduned 
that idea, and we think prudently, as Vauxhall 
without them would not lvok like itself. We hear 
the band from the Jirdin M bile, at Paris, has 
been engaged, and that no vocal concert is to be 
given. ‘There is some talk of a new entrance being 
constructed, and the ball-room is to be kept distinct 
from the other part of the gardens. A Mr. Wiberg 
is the manager, and not Mr. Wardell. 

Covent Garpen.—We understand the manage. 
ment of this establishment have allotted the par's 
for rehearsal of the new opera (Meyerbeer’s) “ Le 


EXTRACT FROM AN UNPUBLISHED Prophete,”’ and it is to be produced with the same 


DRAMA. 

BY HENRY P. MILLS ESQ, 
With speechless curiosity I stood, 
l’or wonder fix’d its silence on my lips ; 
A thronging multitude were pressing round, 
Drinking with eagerness a poisonous draught 
Prepared for them with demoniac skill. 
In sacred Freedom’s desecrated name, 
The Firebrand scattered treason to his Dupes,— 
His every word was in itself a blaze, 
Where ignorance could light its micnight torch : 
Whole Kingdoms tottered in his iron grasp, 
Still would he garnish every murderous threat 
With “ knowledge, unity, and lasting peace,” 
In specious guise, he led the reckless mass 
Through dreams of rapine and equality,— 


Their shouts apd hideous yells proclaimed assent, |8@'Ti800- 


While thus he madly pour’d his lava’ forth, 
Two scribes there sat recording bloody schemes, 


degree of magnificence and stage splendour as at 
Paris. Mario is to fulfil the principal part, and it 
is said, will, previously toits performance, visit the 
French metropolis to personally witness its execu- 
tion. This new opera will be brought out here in 
July. Madame Viardot will sustain her original 
part of the heroine, Fides, and Miss Catherine 
Hayes that of Bertha; the other parts, in addition 
to that of Mario (John of Leyden), will be sup- 
ported by Marini, Massol, ‘Tagliafico, Polonini, &c. 

THEATRICALS IN DuBLIN,—The performances 
at the Theatre Royal, on Wednesday week, were 
under the patronage of Sir Edward Blakeney, the 
Commander of the Forces, Lady Blakeney, Prince 
George of Cambridge, the Commander of the Dub- 
lin Garrison, and the commanding officers of the 
The tragedy of *‘ Macbeth ” was repre- 
sented on this occasion, Mr. Kean playing Macbeth, 
and Mrs. Kean Lady Mucbeth. The house was 


Whose pens seem’d forked lightning: Oh !|°Towded in every part. 


methought 
The very air polluted by his breath‘: 
Disgust and pity held alternate sway, 
And homewards thro’ the fields I took my way. 


Franconi’s Stup.—The equestrian troupe of 
Mons. A. Franconi, recently performing at Drury 
Lane, gave their first performance at the Porto- 
bello Gardens, Dublin on last Wednesday evening. 

Map11e. Georces.—This eminent tragicactress 
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is at length about to quit the stage, having arrived- 





at an age when retirement becomes necessary 


Madame Persiani is engaged at the Royal Italian| This lady was formerly termed the “ Siddons 
Opera for a limited number of nights. She will|the French stage,” and stood unrivalled at one pe- 
make her appearance as Zerlina, in ‘* Don Gio-|tiod of her life in the highest class of tragedy. It 


vanni.” 


may probably be recollected by many of our read- 


Mr. Sloan, the representative of Irish characters, |€rs that Madlle. Georges visited this countr 
and a great favourite in the provinces, is, we are|shortly after the general peace, in company wit 
informed, about to visit America ; unless he accepts| T#lma, and performed for a series of nights at the 


an offer that has been made him by one of the| Opera. 


metropolitan managers. 


Their appearance created — a furore, 
particularly in the higher classes, and led to a bur- 


Miss Helen Faucit appeared at Sheffield Theatre, |lesque by Mathews, in which it was said he “ took 
on Thursday night, as Pauline, in the “ Lady of|of Talma to a T. 


Lyons,” and Mrs. Beverley, in the “‘ Gamester,” on 
Friday. The theatre was tolerably well attended. 
_ On Saturday evening last, as Mr. Younge was 
performing in the afterpiece at Sadler’s Wells 
Theatre, he was suddenly taken ill. He began to 
apologise to the audience, in which act he fainted 
on the stage, Mr. Phelps rushed on and caught him 
in his arms, The farce of the “ Spitalfields Wea- 
ver,”’ was substituted for the other performances. 
Drury Lane Tueatricat Funp. — We hear 
the secretary is doing his utmost to get up a dinner. 
We cannot see, under existing circumstances, why 
such a dinner should be patronised. 
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